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SUBJ: REPORTED DEATH OF SZEMERE 

REE: STATE 067155 

1 . EOLLOWING INFORMATION OBTAINED FROM LOCAL POLICE AND 
INTERCONTINENTAL HOTEL: ON JANUARY 27, MALE PERSON 
CHECKED IN INTERCONTINENTAL HOTEL AS GEORGE P. VANHOFE, 
SOUTH AERICAN NATIONAL, BORN JUNE 16, 1944, RESIDING 

18-19 ORANGE CREEK ROAD, JOHANNESBURG, SOUTH AFRICA. 

2. SAME PERSON EOUND DEAD IN HIS HOTEL ROOM JANUARY 30, 

3 P.M. ACCORDING POLICE PHYSICIAN DEATH OCCURRED ABOUT 
16 HOURS EARLIER. SUBSEQUENT AUTOPSY REVEALED DEATH 
CAUSED BY OVERDOSE OF SLEEPING PILLS IN CONNECTION WITH 
INGESTION ALCOHOL. EXPERT VIENNA INSTITUTE FORENSIC 
MEDICINE CONSIDERED DEATH ACCIDENTAL, AS OVERDOSE OE 
SLEEPING PILLS (THREE PERDORMAL TABLETS) NOT FATAL, BUT 
ONLY IN CONNECTION WITH DRINKING UNDER CERTAIN 
CIRCUMSTANCES. 

3. NO PASSPORT OR OTHER IDENTIFICATION FOUND WITH 
REMAINS. LABELS IN HIS TWO SUITS REMOVED. BRIEECASE 
CONTAINED 110 SOUTH AERICAN RANDS, 110 U.S. DOLLARS, 

AND 460 AUSTRIAN SCHILLINGS. ALL PERSONAL EFEECTS 
INCLUDING WRIST WATCH, ONE SUTICASE AND ONE TRAVEL BAG 
IN CUSTODY OF VIENNA POLICE. 

4. SOUTH AFRICAN EMBASSY VIENNA INFORMED LOCAL POLICE 
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MAN BY THAT NAME NEVER ISSUED SOUTH AFRICAN PASSPORT. 
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5. DECEASED SUBSEQUENTLY IDENTIEIED THROUGH FINGERPRINTS 
BY INTERPOL CENTRAL OFEICE, PARIS, FRANCE, AS PETER 
GYOERGY SZEMERE, BORN MAY 17, 1946 MONSONMAGYAROVAR, 
HUNGARY. INTERPOL HAD HIS EINGERPRINTS ON PILE BASIS 
ARREST IN SWEDEN ON OCTOBER 12, 1966, POR TRAVELLING WITH 
STOLEN SWISS PASSPORT IN NAME OF OSKAR BASS. 

6. VIENNA POLICE MOST INTERESTED IN SZEMERE'S BACKGROUND 
AND PURPOSE OF TRIP TO VIENNA. THEY WILL HAVE REUBEN 
WEISS QUESTIONED THROUGH INTERPOL. 

7. UNDER CIRCUMSTANCES EMBASSY RELUCTANT INFORM WEISS OF 
ANY DETAILS IN VIEW OP ONGOING POLICE INVESTIGATION AND 
POSSIBLE IMPLICATION OF WEISS IN DECEASED'S SUSPECTED ILLEGAL 
ACTIVITIES. 

8. DEPARTMENT REQUESTED INFORM EMBASSY ANY US PASSPORT 
DATA OF SZEMERE AND NAMES AND ADDRESSES OF ANY KNOWN NOK. 
TRINKA 


UNCLASSIFIED 
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